Bureau of Land Management, Interior

(b) BLM will promptly take action to
dismiss any party who shows they are
a bona fide purchaser from any legal
proceedings to cancel the lease.

Subpart 3515—Mineral Lease
Exchanges

LEASE EXCHANGE REQUIREMENTS

§3515.10 May I exchange my lease or
lease right for another mineral
lease or lease right?

Yes. BLM may determine that oper-
ations on your lease or lands for which
you have a preference right to a lease
are not in the public interest. If you or
BLM identify other lands for exchange,
you may relinquish your current lease
or preference right in exchange for a
mineral lease of other lands of equal
value.

§3515.12 What regulatory provisions
apply if I want to exchange a lease
or lease right?

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, this subpart and the
relevant provisions of part 2200 of this
title apply to mineral lease exchanges.

(b) Exchanges involving the issuance
of coal leases, coal lease bidding rights
or coal lease modifications are subject
to the regulations in subpart 3435 of
this chapter rather than to the regula-
tions in this part.

§3515.15 May BLM
change?

Yes. When we do:

(a) We will notify you that we are
prepared to consider exchange of a
mineral lease if you relinquish your ex-
isting leasing rights.

(b) We may exchange all or any part
of the lands under your preference
right lease application(s) or lease(s).

initiate an ex-

§3515.16 What standards does BLM
use to assess the public interest of
an exchange?

BLM must find that the exchange is
in the public interest under the fol-
lowing criteria:

(a) The benefits of production from
your existing lease or preference right
to a lease would not outweigh the ad-
verse effects on, or threat of damage or
destruction to:
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(1) Agricultural production potential;

(2) Scenic values;

(3) Biological values including
threatened or endangered species habi-
tat;

(4) Geologic values;

(5) Archeological, historic or other
cultural values;

(6) Other public interest values such
as recreational use;

(7) Residential or urban areas;

(8) Potential inclusion in the wilder-
ness or wild and scenic rivers systems;
or

(9) Other public uses, including public
highways, airports, and rights-of-way
from lease operations.

(b) The lands proposed for exchange
must be free from hazardous waste as
defined under the authorities of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act
(33 U.S.C. 1251), Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 6901) and
the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation and Liability
Act (42 U.S.C. 9601).

§3515.18 Will I be notified when BLM
is considering initiating an ex-
change that will affect my lease?

Yes. The notice you receive will:

(a) State why we believe an exchange
would be in the public interest;

(b) Ask whether you are willing to
negotiate for an exchange;

(c) Contain a description of the lands
for which we would offer exchange
terms; and

(d) Ask you to describe the lands on
which you would accept a lease in ex-
change for your present holdings.

TYPES OF LEASE EXCHANGES

§3515.20 May I exchange preference
rights?

Yes. To have a preference right that
can be exchanged, you must have time-
ly submitted a preference right lease
application. If you have demonstrated
a right to a lease, BLM may, in lieu of
issuing the preference right lease, ne-
gotiate for the selection of appropriate
lands to exchange and establish lease
terms for those lands.

§3515.21 What types of lands can be
exchanged?

The lands to be leased in exchange
for your existing rights must be:
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